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Lezgian language 


Lezgian /_' Iszgian/,^ also called Lezgi or Lezgin, is a Northeast Caucasian 
language that belongs to the Lezgic languages . It is spoken by the Lezgins , who live 
in southern Dagestan, northern Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Turkey, and other countries. Lezgian is a literary language and an official language 
of Dagestan. It is classified as "vulnerable" by UNESCO's Atlas of the World's 
Languages in Danger.^ 


Geographic distribution 


In 2002, Lezgian was spoken by about 397,000 people in Russia, mainly Southern 
Dagestan, and in 1999 by 178,400 people in mainly the Qusar , Quba , Qabala, 
Oghuz, Ismailli and Khachmaz (Xagmaz) provinces of northeastern Azerbaijan. 
Lezgian is also spoken in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
Germany and Uzbekistan by immigrants from Azerbaijan and Dagestan. 

There are also small populations in the Balikesir, Yalova, Izmir, Bursa regions in 
Turkey. The Lezgian people are concentrated mainly in Kirne (Ortaca) village of the 
Balikesir region. 

The total number of speakers is about 800,000 

Related languages 


There are nine languages in the Lezgic language family, namely: Lezgian, 

Tabasaran , Rutul, Aghul, Tsakhur, Budukh, Kryts, Udi and Archi. These languages have the same names as their ethnic groups. 
Some of its dialects are considered very different from the standard form, including the Quba dialect spoken in Azerbaijan.^ 
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Lezgian 

ne3rn ulan lezgi c’a/M 


Pronunciation 

[lezgi tJ' al] 

Native to 

Russia and 
Azerbaijan, also 
spoken in 

Georgia 

Region 

Southern 
Dagestan, 
western Caspian 
Sea coast, 
central Caucasus 

Ethnicity 

Lezgins 

Native speakers 

633,610 (2010)l 2 ! 

Language family 

Northeast 

Caucasian 

■ Lezgic 

■ Samur 

■ Eastern 
Samur 

■ Lezgi- 
Aghul- 
Tabasaran 

• Lezgian 

Official status 

Official language in 

Russia 

1 

Dagestan 

Language codes 

ISO 639-2 

lez (https://ww 

w.loc.gov/stand 

ards/iso639-2/p 

hp/langcodes_na 

me.php?code_ID= 

259) 

ISO 639-3 

lez 

Glottolog 

lezgl247 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/lezg !2 
47 ) [3] 






































Vowels 


Vowels of Lezgian! 7 ! 

Front 



plain 

rounded 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i (n) 

y (yb) 

i (bi) 

u(y) 

Mid 

e (e; a) 


(3) 

0 (o) 

Open 



a (a) 



■ lal has two main allophones: [a] and [a]; the former prevails in closed syllables (especially before uvulars and 
Ifl), the latter in open syllables. 

■ lal is very often rounded after labialized consonants, which may then lose their labialization. 

■ lei is open ([£]) in stressed syllables 

■ if a vowel plus /n/ sequence is not followed by a vowel, the /n/ may be deleted and the vowel nasalized. Thus 
Izunl (T) can be pronounced [zu]. 

Consonants 

There are 54 consonants in Lezgian. Characters to the right are the letters of the Lezgian Cyrillic Alphabet. Note that aspiration 
is not normally indicated in the orthography, despite the fact that it is phonemic. 

Consonants of Lezgian! 8 ! 




Labial 

Dental 

(Post)- 

Palatal 

Velar 

Uvular 

Glottal 



plain 

lab. 

alveolar 

plain 

lab. 

plain 

lab. 

Nasal 

Iml m 

/n/H 










voiced 

Ibl 6 

Id/ p, 




/g/r 

/g"/ tb 




Plosive 

voiceless 

/p/ n 

/t/T 

/t"/ TB 



/k/K 

/k"/ KB 

/q/ Kb 

/q"/ KbB 

/?/ b 

aspirated 

/p h / n 

/t h / T 

/t" h /TB 



/k h / k 

/k" h / KB 

/q h /xb 

/q" h / XbB 



ejective 

/p' / nl 

/t 7 T I 

/t“'/TlB 



/k7 kI 

/k" 7 KlB 

/q 7 Kb 

/q" 7 KbB 



voiced 


Idzl fl3 


Idz,/ fl)K 







Affricate 

voiceless 


/ts/ p 

/tS"/ pB 

/Fj/h 







aspirated 


/ts h / p 

/tS" h / pB 

/Fj h /H 








ejective 


/ts' / pi 

/ts" 7 plB 

It}' 1 Hi 







Fricative 

voiced 

A// B 

Izl 3 

/Z"/ 3B 

/3/>K 




/ts/ rb 

/ts"/ TbB 


voiceless 

/f/cb 

Isl c 

/S"/ CB 

/// lit 


Ixl Xb 

/x"/ XbB 

/ X /x 

/X”/XB 

/h/ rb 

Approximant 


HI n 



/j/ Pi 


/w/ B 




Trill 


/r/p 










Alphabets 

Lezgian has been written in several different alphabets over the course of its history. These alphabets have been based on three 
scripts: Arabic (before 1928), Latin (1928-38), and Cyrillic (1938-present). 

The Lezgian Cyrillic alphabet is as follows:^ 

AE Brj%LbflEE>K3M MKKtKb K l/IMHgnniPClTiy^*XXtXbL4L4l Men 111 ll^-bblbS 1054 
a6Brrbrbflee>K3MMKKbKbKTiiMHonnTPCTTTyybcfrxx'bXbg[jiHniujLi^bib3iog 


The Latin alphabet was as follows: 







A a 

A a 

Bb 

Cc 

Ee 

Ff 

Gg 

Gh gh 

Kh kh 

LI 

M m 

Nn 

Ph ph 

Qq 

Qh qh 

Rr 

Uu 

Uu 

Vv 

Xx 


Cc 

Ch ch 

Ch ch 

Dd 

Hh 

Ii 

Jj 

Kk 

in n 

Oo 

Ob 

Pp 

S s 

S s 

Tt 

Th th 

Xx 

Yy 

Z z 

Z z 


Grammar 


Lezgian is unusual for a Northeast Caucasian language in not having noun classes (also called "grammatical gender"). Standard 
Lezgian grammar features 18 grammatical casesj 10 ! produced by agglutinating suffixes, of which 12 are still used in spoken 
conversation. 


Cases 


The four grammatical cases are:^ 

■ Absolutive case (basic form of the word, no ending): marks the subject of an intransitive verb and the direct 
object of a transitive sentence. It is also used to mark a nominal predicate (who or what something turns 
into/becomes) and as a vocative. 

■ Ergative case (various endings; the most common are: -f\v\, -a or -e; [-di, -a or e], which are added to the 
Absolutive): marks the subject of transitive verbs, and the subject of some compound intransitive verbs. 

■ Genitive case (ending -h [-n]; added to the Ergative): marks possession. It is also used with the meaning 'of. 

The genitive case precedes the noun that it modifies. 

■ Dative case (ending -3 [-z]; added to the Ergative): usually marks the indirect object of sentences, that is the 
recipient of an action. It is also used to mark the subject of some verbs (mainly about emotions) and to express 
a point of time and direction. 

■ There are fourteen Locative cases: 

■ Adessive case (ending -b [-v]; added to the Ergative): marks the object of some verbs to mean 'by', 'to', 

'with'. 

■ Adelative case (ending -Ban [-vaj]; added to the Ergative): expresses movement from somewhere. It is also 
used with the verb 'to be able' and to express an accidental action. 

■ Addirective case (ending -B,qn [-vdi]; added to the Ergative): used as an instrumental case, but also 
sometimes used with its original meaning, 'in the direction of, and more rarely 'near by'. 

■ The Postessive case (ending -xt [-qhj; added to the Ergative): means 'behind', 'at', 'toward', 'in exchange 
for’, and 'with.' In a construction with the verb aBa (ava), it expresses possession. 

■ Postelative case (ending -x^an [-qhaj]; added to the Ergative): can either mean 'from' or the cause of fear or 
shame. 

■ Postdirective case (ending -xt.flu [-qhdi]; added to the Ergative): rarely used case, meaning 'toward(s)'. 

■ Subessive case (ending -k [-k]; added to the Ergative): means either 'below' or 'participates'. 

■ Subelative case (ending -«au [-kaj]; added to the Ergative): means either 'from below', 'from', '(from) against', 
'with' or 'out of (partitive). It is also used to mark Y in the construction 'X becomes out-of-Y' and can express 
the topic of a sentence ('about') or the cause of emotions. 

■ Subdirective case (ending -Kfln [-kdi]; added to the Ergative): expresses cause (never motion under), and 
can mean 'because' or 'of (when in sentences such as 'the man died of a disease'. 

■ Inessive case (endings -a or -e [-a or -e]; added to Absolutive): means 'at', 'in' or 'during/whilst'. 

■ Inelative case (endings -a v\ or -eu [-aj or -ej]; added to Inessive): means 'out of or 'in return for'. 

■ Superessive case (ending -n [-1]; added to the Inessive): means 'on', and also to express the cause of some 
emotions. 

■ Superelative case (ending -nm [-laj]; added to the Inessive): means 'off, 'after' or 'than' (comparison). 

■ Superdirective case (ending -npy\ [-Idi]; added to the Inessive): means 'onto', 'until', 'in' (when followed by an 
adjective), as an instrumental case (e.g. language) or instructive with abstract nouns. 







Declension 


There are two types of declensions. 


First declension 


Case 

Singular 

Plural 

Absolutive 

6y6a 

buba 

6y6anp 

bubajar 

Ergative 

6y6aAU 

bubadi 

6y6aupn 

bubajri 

Genitive 

6y6aAUH 

bubadin 

6y6aupuH 

bubajdn 

Dative 

6y6aAU3 

bubadiz 

6y6aupu3 

bubajriz 

Adessive 

6y6aAUB 

bubadiv 

6y6aupnB 

bubajriv 

Adelative 

6y6aAUBau 

bubadivaj 

6y6aupuBau 

bubajrivaj 

Addirective 

6y6aAUBAU 

bubadivdi 

6y6aupuBAU 

bubajrivdi 

Postessive 

6y6aAux-b 

bubadiq h 

6y6aupux-b 

bubajriq h 

Postelative 

6y6aAux-bau bubadiq h aj 6y6aupux-bau 

bubajriq h aj 

Postdirective 

bybaf\v\xuf\v\ bubadiq h di byabav\pv\xu{\v\ buabajriq h di 

Subessive 

6y6aAUK 

bubadik h 

6y6aupuK 

bubajrik h 

Subelative 

6y6aAUKau 

bubadik h aj 6y6aupuKau 

bubajrik h aj 

Subdirective 

6y6aAUKAU 

bubadik h di bybav\pmf\v\ 

bubajrik h di 

Inessive 

6y6aAa 

bubada 

6y6aupa 

bubajra 

Inelative 

6y6aAau 

bubadaj 

6y6aupau 

bubajraj 

Superessive 

6y6ap,an 

bubada! 

6y6aupan 

bubajral 

Superelative 

bybapanaw 

bubadalaj 

6y6aupanau 

bubajralaj 

Superdirective 6y6aAa npy\ 

bubadaldi 

6y6aupanAU 

bubajraldi 


Vocabulary 


Numbers 


The numbers of Lezgian are: 


Yfl 

cafl 

KbBefl 

nyfl 

Kbyfl 

BaA 

pyryA 

npuA 

Myb>KybA 

KlybA 

piyA 

plycaA 

igluKbBeA 

pInnyA 

igluKbyA 

plyBaA 

piypyryA 

plepuA 


ud 

sad 

q"’ed 

pud 

q’ud 

vad 

rugud 

irid 

mujud 

k’yd 

ts’ud 

ts’usad 

ts'iq w ’ed 

ts’ipud 

ts’iq’ud 

ts’uvad 

ts’u rugud 

ts’edd 


zero 

one 

two 

three 

four 

five 

six 

seven 

eight 

nine 

ten 

eleven 

twelve 

thirteen 

fourteen 

fifteen 

sixteen 

seventeen 




pleiviybwybfl 

ts’emy^ud 

eighteen 

pleKlybfl 

ts’ek’yd 

nineteen 

Ktafl 

gad 

twenty 


qadtsud 

thirty 

flxplyp 

jaxts’ur 

forty 


jaxtsurtsud 

fifty 

nyflK-bafl 

pudqad 

sixty 


pudqadtsud 

seventy 

Kby^Ktafl 

q’udqal 

eighty 


qudqaltsud 

ninety 

BHLU 

vif 

one hundred 

ar-b3yp 

ayzur 

one thousand 


Nouns following a number are always in the singular. Numbers precede the noun. "Ca/j," and "Kbue/j," lose their final "-fl" 
before a noun. 

Lezgian numerals work in a similar fashion to the French ones, and are based on the vigesimal system in which "20", not "10", 
is the base number. "Twenty" in Lezgian is "Ktafl", and higher numbers are formed by adding the suffix -hh to the word (which 
becomes "KtaHHn" - the same change occurs in nygKtafl and KbygKtafl) and putting the remaining number afterwards. This 
way 24 for instance is KtaHHn Kbyg ("20 and 4"), and 37 is KbaHHH plepnfl ("20 and 17"). Numbers over 40 are formed 
similarly (axqlyp becomes HxpIypHu). 60 and 80 are treated likewise. For numbers over 100 just put a number of hundreds, 
then (if need be) the word with a suffix, then the remaining number. 659 is thus pyryg bhllihm nxu,I vpHM pleidybfl. The same 
procedure follows for 1000. 1989 is ai b3ypHH xlybfl bhllihm KbygKbaHHH xlybfl in Lezgi. 
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External links 


Lezgi-Englich online dictionary (https://gaf.lezgichal.ru/) 
Appendix:Cyrillic script 






■ Notes on the Lezgi language (http://www.peterlin.pl/lezgi/chal.html) 

■ Languages of the World report (http://languageserver.uni-graz.at/ls/lang?id=3072) 

■ Lezgian basic lexicon at the Global Lexicostatistical Database (http://starling.hnet.ru/cgi-bin/response.cgi?root= 
newl00&morpho=0&basename=newl00\ncc\lez&first=0) 

■ Lezgian Dictionary + Mobile apps (https://web.archive.Org/web/20150624115355/http://lezgi.publicdictionary.ru/) 
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